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EIGHTH CANTO:-

The eighth canto starts with the description of the Hero
Dharmaja and his association with such pious people like Dhaumya.
The desire to keep the company of pious people, sages etc., is
considered as one of the vibhdvas in the depiction of ^dntarasa.
Then starts the Episode of the 'Mdydkirdta' which conveys the
virarasa. Here the diambana is Arjuna and the basic mood (WFft)

is his initiative (<SOHI^) to gain divine weapons from God 5'iva
with which Pdndavas want to win the enemies. For that he goes
to mount Kailds. The description of Himavdn and the divine
Gangd provides the mental mood congenial for deep penance.
Divine spirit permeates the entire atmosphere. Agastya writes that
Arjuna's fatigue due to his long journey is relieved by the sweet,
fragrant, mild breeze coming out of the Gangd waters.113 Thus
the description here provides the background for the depiction of
Dharmavira in Arjuna. Arjuna takes to consecretion (?te0 and
becomes equal to the divine tree (cb^^). He performs penance

subsisting himself some times on lime fruits and at other times on
mere leaves of different trees, water, and simple air.44

God 5'iva comes there under the guise of a Kirdta and tests
the devotion of Arjuna. A beautiful description of God 5iva and
Pdrvati is given here. The gradual growth of the Dharmavirarasa
through all its stages namely 'Bija; 'Bindu', Tatdka' etc., is also
present here. Arjuna's desire to secure divine weapons can be
called the 'Bija' the seed and his efforts in that direction, namely
the rigorous rules he follows in doing penance at the Himalayas
provides the second stage namely the 'Bindu' and the story of
demon M'uka and the fight between 5'iva and Arjuna denotes the
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